
 

 

 
Make a Scavenger Hunt 

 
Scavenger hunts are great ways to help 
children explore the outdoors whether in a 
garden, the woods, a local park or even a 
beach. They are easy to set up and can be 
tailor-made to suit the age of the children 
participating. They also provide adults with 
the opportunity to teach their children a few 
things about nature and the environment. 
Introducing a little bit of friendly competition 
often goes down well too!  Here are a 
couple of ideas to get you started. 
 

Scavenger Hunt 1:  
Make a list of things you want your children or group to look for and write them down 
on a piece of paper or card.  Give each participant a pencil so they can tick things off 
the list as they find them.  You might want to vary the list according to the place the 
scavenger hunt is taking place (Download an example Scavenger Hunt List here). 
 

 
In a wood, you might include:  

▪ an oak leaf  

▪ a piece of bark  

▪ a pinecone  

▪ an acorn  

▪ a conker  

▪ a squirrel! 

▪ a bluebell  
 
 
Scavenger Hunt 2:  
For this version, rather than just ticking things off a list, you will need a piece of A5 
card for each person playing.  The card could be cut into a shape or left plain.  Stick 
a couple of strips of double-sided tape along the length of the card. You can then ask 
the group to go and scavenge for interesting things to stick on their card or give them 
a pre-prepared list which they have to go and gather. The most important thing is to 
enjoy being active outdoors! 
 

Fact: At no time in life is curiosity and the natural urge to explore 

more powerful than in early childhood. 

 

Top Tip: Safety is super important.  Make sure each group of 

children has an adult with them, not only to keep watch but also 

to provide some helpful hints if needed. 


